From the very first German film made after World War II, Staudte's The Murderers are Among Us, to the final cultural gestures of the vanishing German Democratic Republic in 1990, the films produced in the DEFA-Studios (formerly UFA) in Babelsberg played a fascinating and contradictory role. They tried with varying success to walk a tightrope between addressing the aspirations of the public and complying with the Stalinist prescriptions of the Socialist State. In the process they produced remarkable films: powerful anti-fascist films, treatments of everyday, working class life; investigations of conflicts between individual and society in Socialism; links to traditions of the avant-garde 1920s, the Neo-Realists and to the New Waves in Italy, France, and other Socialist countries.
Spring 1997 brings a unique opportunity to study a broad spectrum of East German films and their historical context, with the help of a collection being brought this year to the University's "DEFA Film Library." Films from all periods of the GDR will be represented, including many works available nowhere else outside Germany. The course will emphasize the anti-fascist tradition; the depiction of Jews in East German Cinema; the GDR as the repressed national "Other" in West German cinema (e.g. Sander's Redupers and Wenders' Kings of the Road); the connection to avant-garde, new wave, and documentary traditions. Authors emphasized will be Wolfgang Staudte, Frank Beyer, Konrad Wolf, Heike Misselwitz and Christa Wolf (as scriptwriter).
In the future, thanks to an agreement recently approved by the German government, UMass will serve as an academic partner to the cultural organizations holding world rights to this body of film history and will house a major archive and study center dedicated to the subject.
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